
Genesis 15-19



Recap

- Patriarchal history of God’s chosen people who would become known as the 
nation of Israel

- End of Ch. 11- w the initiation of God’s redemptive plan for this particular 
people begin to unfold upon the calling of Abram to leave his country, relatives 
and all that his familial heritage might provide to include a lineage

- Ch. 12- God’s initiation of the covenant with promises. For posterity and 
PROSPERITY, protection, and a place in which to settle, 

- Ch. 13- “I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth, so that if 
anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be 
numbered”.



Gen 15-19

5 Key themes- 

1) Chapter 15- God’s covenant ratified with Abram for both promised lineage and 

land

2) Chapter 16- Hagar and Ishmael are rejected and blessed

3) Chapter 17- Abraham is renamed and will Father a Multitude of Nations

4) Chapter 18- The Three Visitors as well as Promised birth of Issac

5) Chapter 19- The Visitation and Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah



I) God’s covenant ratified with Abram

A) God’s promise of lineage:
B)    God’s promise of  land:

a) Dale Ralph Davis : “Unbelief spits on promises, only faith struggles over them; 
unbelief dismisses promises, only faith debates them—with God. This very 
struggle over God’s word is the beginning of assurance.”

b) “Yahweh does not hide the problems of time and suffering that will seem to pose 
roadblocks to his promises. It is as if Yahweh brings up all the threats and 
hindrances and obstacles and yet says, ‘Now all of this will not keep me from 
proving faithful to you.:



II) Hagar and Ishmael

A. * The Rejection of Hagar:

B. *The Blessing of Hagar

a. “So here we see the messes the people of God make. But into our arrogance and 

waffling and nastiness comes the God who finds and who hears and who sees. 

Our case is never hopeless so long as he hears our affliction and sees us in the 

wilderness.”

b. “This ongoing theme of eternal vs. temporal blessings is marked throughout the 

pages of God’s word and must serve our true source of joy …..For we too can be 

found “waffling in the wilderness”  if we forget God’s promises.



III)  Abraham the Father to a Multitude of Nations
A. The Conditions 17:1-3

B. God’s unchanging promises 17:4-8

C. Required obedience 17:9-14

a. John MacArthur: “ It was the male organ which most clearly demonstrated the depth of depravity 

because it carried the seed that produced depraved sinners. Thus, circumcision symbolized the need 

for a profoundly deep cleansing to reverse the effects of depravity.”

b. Romans 4:11- and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which 

he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who believe without being 

circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them

D. Sarai is named Sarah 17:15-22

E. Abraham immediately obeys God’s command to circumcise his household in 17:23-27

a. Derek Kidner: “For Abraham it sealed an old transaction (Rom. 4:9–12) where his faith was credited 
as righteousness ; for others it was a sudden introduction (that very day, V26 indicates, ) into a bond 
with God and each other, whose implications must now be grasped and lived out. In the sense that 
Pentecost was the birthday of the church, this was the birthday of the church of the Old Testament.”



IV) Birth of Isaac is foretold 

A. Abraham is visited, and a son is promised 

a. Hebrews 13:2 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 

b. Jeremiah 32:17 17‘Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by 
Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You,

B. Sodom and Gomorrah (18:16–19:38)

C. Abraham pleads for Sodom 18:16-33

a.  Exodus 32

D. Isaiah 53:2- Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty 

with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the 

transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/gen/18/16-33/s_18016


V) Sodom and Gomorrah

A. Visit  to Sodom

B. Lot’s debasement



Implications

- Waiting seasons, even as we saw in Abram’s case, a decade can be normal; 
Delay never cancels our Lord’s divine intent.

- Acknowledge that God can redeem your mistakes and use them for His 
purposes, even as we saw in His dealings with Hagar and Ishmael. The Lord 
we serve is a God of grace.

- Follow Abraham's example of immediate and complete obedience to God's 
commands in your life. Why tarry when you know what you’ve been called to?

- Follow Abraham's example by praying for others, especially those who are 
lost or in need of God's mercy. Consider those who prayed for your salvation.

- Avoid becoming attached to worldly desires and comforts that can lead you 
away from God's path for your life, as exemplified by Lot's wife's longing for 
Sodom.


