
Genesis 20-23
Birth of Isaac and the Testing of 

Abraham, Death of Sarah





Gen 20 cont. 

Abraham’s justifications:

- Fears because the cities around him have no fear of God

- Fears death as a mitigating factor for what he did
- V. 12- Besides, she actually is my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the 

daughter of my mother. 



Gen 21

- Birth of Isaac 

- What God has said, He will do. His word never comes back void without 
accomplishing the matter for which He sends it.

- God determined in eternity past the birth of Isaac at exactly the right moment. 
He determined that Abraham would be 100, Sarah 90 and that was His 
perfect timing.

- It is not the removal of skin on the outside that saves- it is the work of God in 
the heart of man.

- Deut 30:6, Rom 4:11-12, Heb 11:13, Jn 8:56



Gen 21- cont. 

- Verse 9- Ishmael jesting 

- Sarah’s response (v.10)- “Drive her out!”

-  Paul uses the illustration to refer to the bondage of those who would seek to 
work for their salvation as those under condemnation. 

- Those attempting to be justified on the basis of keeping any law- anything 
added to the work of Christ- are cast out of God’s presence forever. It is only 
those who come to the end of themselves and cast themselves upon His 
grace, clinging to no work of their own, who are children of the promise.



Gen 21- cont. 

- V. 32-33- YHWH, The Everlasting God
- El Olam
- As eternal as God is, so would this covenant be.



Gen 22

- The command to sacrifice Isaac 

- Abraham’s implicit obedience

- Heb 11:17-19-  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was offering up his only son, to whom it 
was said, “IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED.” He considered that God is able 
to raise people even from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he also 
received him back

- Substitutionary atonement



Gen 22- cont. 

- God provided the ram for the offering
- YHWH Jireh
- God provided the spotless Lamb for the atonement for our sin
- Is 53:4-6-  Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet 

we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He 
was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our peace fell upon Him, And by His wounds we are 
healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his 
own way; But Yahweh has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

- All 3 elements of the covenant reaffirmed- land, seed, promise



Gen 23

- Sarah’s age at the time of death- only woman recorded in Scripture 
- To showcase the incredible grace of God in her life in causing the birth of 

Isaac at 90 when she was past child rearing age. 
-  This purchase of this land in Canaan is Abraham’s first piece of real estate


