


I. The Background and Context of God’s Call of Abram (11:26-32)

Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘From ancient times your fathers 

lived beyond the River, namely, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served 
other gods. - Jos 24:2

Purpose of Prologue:

1) To teach us that God’s covenant with Abram was all of grace and of God’s choosing.

2) To demonstrate to us that unless God miraculously intervened, the promises made to Abram in 

chapter 12:1-3, don’t come to fruition.

3) God is to receive all the glory.



II. God’s covenant with Abram (Abrahamic Covenant) (12:1-3)
A. The exclusive call of God to Abram (12:1)

-Abram had received an initial call to leave (Acts 7:2-3)

-With Terah dead, God’s call upon Abram was to forsake his life, forsake his idolatry, and to come and 

go where YHWH commanded

B. The LORD’s promise of posterity- And I will make you a great nation

-It would be through the seed of Abram that God would establish the nation of Israel as His witness 

nation

C. The LORD’s promise of prosperity- And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you 

shall be a blessing.....And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

-The LORD promises Abram that it will be through his seed that He will birth a great nation. And out 

of that nation, He will bring forth the Redeemer. And from Him, all the nations shall be blessed.

D. The LORD’s promise to protect- And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I 

will curse



II. God’s covenant with Abram (Abrahamic Covenant) (12:1-3)

E. The LORD’s promise of a place (land) -To the land which I will show you



II. God’s covenant with Abram (Abrahamic Covenant) (12:1-3)
Summary of the Abrahamic Covenant

It is an unconditional covenant, initiated by God, by His own name, and is not conditioned upon 

Abram’s obedience.

The LORD’s promise of posterity- God's promise that through Abram’s seed, He would raise up a 

nation.

The LORD’s promise of prosperity- That through this nation would come the seed of Promise, the 

Redeemer who would deal with sin once and for all.

The LORD’s promise to protect- That in initiating this promise, God promises to be with Abram and 

to protect the covenant He made.

The LORD’s promise of a place (land)- That the Lord would give a specific portion of land for 

Abram and his descendants to reside in.



III. Abram’s Response to God’s Call and Covenant (12:4-20)
A. Response in Faith (4-9)

1. His obedience and influence

"Abram took Lot"

"Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him."

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an 
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. - Heb 11:8

“The journey was a major undertaking, but there is not a word about the precise route or the various 

weather conditions encountered, nothing about whether they had to fend off brigands or whether they 

traveled with a larger caravan or whether they ate at Dairy Queens or Chick-fil-As. None of that. 

Abram went as Yahweh had spoken to him—in spite of family ties (v. 1), and his own age perhaps (v. 4), 

and perhaps uncertainty about his destination, at least at first as Yahweh had spoken to him.’ Nothing 

much matters but obeying His word.”

-Dale Ralph Davis, Faith of Our Father: Expositions of Genesis 12–25

https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/12429?len=556
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/12429?len=556
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/12429?len=556


III. Abram’s Response to God’s Call and Covenant (12:4-20)
A. Response in Faith (4-9)

1. His obedience and influence

2. His Worship

-The Lord Himself appears to Abram (likely the Angel of the Lord) in a theophany, or 

preincarnate appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ; and the Lord affirms, once again, the land promise 

to Abram and his descendants.

Abram’s response-He builds an altar amidst a pagan people who dominate the land, and he worships 

the one True God.

“Abram’s action planted the flag, so to speak, at the heart of the promised land, and declared that 

Yahweh’s writ runs everywhere.” - Derek Kidner, Genesis: An Introduction and Commentary

“He doesn’t mesh with the local liturgy, doesn’t blend with the going religious gig. He worships Yahweh 
only and openly.” - Dale Ralph Davis, Faith of Our Father: Expositions of Genesis 12–25

Abram- separation from the world and an obedient worship of the one true God.

https://ref.ly/res/LLS:TOTC01GEUS/2016-10-25T19:59:37Z/248500?len=128
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/14174?len=119
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/14174?len=119
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:9781781916926/2020-04-30T18:22:58Z/14174?len=119


III. Abram’s Response to God’s Call and Covenant (12:4-20)
A. Response in Faith (4-9)

B. Response of Unfaithfulness (10-20)

-Famine in the land: The circumstances sovereignly brought about by God that seem 

to threaten God’s promises and Abram’s faith in God’s promises are tested.

-Abram does not turn to the Lord, but to his own understanding.

-Abram’s plan is for his self-preservation. But the LORD, on behalf of Sarai, brings plagues upon 

Pharoah’s house as a deterrent to her defilement (Genesis 12:17).

-The Lord was faithful to the promise He made to Abram, despite Abram’s unfaithfulness. He 

protected Abram, He protected Sarai from being defiled, He blessed Abram through the pagan 

Pharoah, and He kept His promise intact.



IV. God’s separation of Lot and His blessing of Abram (13:1-18)
Abram's growing prosperity (2)

Abram's continued worship (3-4)

A providential dispute (5): As both Abram and Lot have prospered, tensions have arisen from 

the herdsmen of both Abram and Lot.

Implication: The disputes were serving to denigrate the witness they were to have upon the pagan 
nations (Now the Canaanite and the Perizzite were dwelling then in the land. - Gen 13:7)

Solution: Abram allows Lot to choose any place he desires to settle. And in fully trusting 
the Lord, Abram continues to experience the ongoing blessing of God’s covenant.

A. Lot’s Choice and Separation (13:10-13)

-Upon seeing the bounty of the land before him, Lot couldn't see the spiritual danger of settling in it 

(men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord. - Gen 13:13).

B. God’s Promise and Renewed Covenant with Abram (13:14-18)

Abram was not moved by the superficial bounty of the land. Abram entrusted himself to the Lord’s 

provision. And in doing so, God used that act of faith to separate Abram from Lot and to reaffirm 

that His covenant would come through Abram.



V. God’s Blessing of Abram through Melchizedek (14:1-24)
-War among the kings of the land that results in Lot being taken captive.

-Abram launches a rescue mission that was successful (16).

-Abram is visited by two individuals who serve as 2 opposing responses to Abram’s success 

and God’s future covenant.

A. King of Sodom- Man's view of favor and desire for it (14:21-24)

Abram's Response: He will not bow his knee to another. His allegiance, his worship, and his hope 

are not in some earthly king but in the God who possesses both heaven and earth.

B. Melchizedek King and Priest of Salem- All Glory be to God! (14:18-20) 
-“king of righteousness”:  both the King and Priest of Salem (a city that would become the capital city 

of God’s people-Jerusalem).

-A righteous man, a true worshiper and priest of God who had been preserved by God as 

His spokesman and Mediator.

-Serves as a type of Christ's priesthood, not coming from Aaron (eternal).

-Abram and Melchizedek enjoy fellowship and give the “thank offering” to “El Elyon” (God Most 

High). 

-Melchizedek, the Priestly King, who blesses Abram and who typifies the coming of the 
true Promised Seed.



Question??

What do we do with these promises and Israel?

If God promised Him the Land, why do we find Abram sojourning back and forth throughout the 
land? Why is he a nomad? Why does he not settle down somewhere and build a great city?

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an 

inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as an alien in the 

land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same 

promise; 10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

- Heb 11:8–10
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