


Recap

Deceivers- False Messiahs, False Prophets, and False Predictions that would seek to lead people 

astray from the Truth and reality of His coming 

Disasters- Man-Made (wars and rumors of war) and Natural (Earthquakes, famines, and plagues)

Dominance (Persecution)- Through False Religions and Secular Governments

Division- Between believing and unbelieving family members (even to the point of death)



Recap
I. The Beginning of Birth Pains (From Christ’s ascension to the start of the Great Tribulation) -Mark 13:5-13

II.   The Great Tribulation -Mark 13:14-23

III.  The Second Coming -Mark 13:24-27

IV.  Jesus’ Parable about being ready for His return -Mark 13:28-37



Ordo Eschatos



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)
1) Background and Order of Future Events:

Church Age---->Rapture

Rapture: “harpazo”- to be “caught up suddenly, to be snatched away, or to be carried off.”

-Used of Philip in Acts 8:39, when he is suddenly snatched away from the Ethiopian Eunuch and 

brought supernaturally to Caesaria. Used in 2 Cor 12:2-4 of the Apostle Paul to describe how he was 
caught up or carried away to heaven.

-Believers' comfort in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

4 Defenses for the Rapture:

1) God's promise that the Church would not endure Tribulation (Rev 3:10, 1 Thess 1:9-10, 5:9-11)

2) Absence of the Church during Tribulation (Rev 1-3: Church on earth vs Rev 4: Church in Heaven)

3) Difference and uniqueness of Rapture vs 2nd Coming (2nd coming-Christ coming down with the 

saints, nations gathered vs Rapture-Church age saints "caught up with Christ in the clouds")

4) Rapture is an "unsigned event" (vs 2nd coming ushered in by series of "signs")

 Paul speaks of Rapture as a "mystery" that was not previously known but is now known through             

the Apostle's teaching (1 Cor 15:51-52)



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)
1) Background and Order of Future Events:

Church Age---->Rapture---->Tribulation Period

Tribulation: Begins sometime after the Rapture.

-7 year period (3.5 yrs of peace and then 3.5 yrs of intense persecution)

-Final week of Daniel's prophecy of 70 weeks (Daniel 9:24-27)

Results of Daniel's 
Prophecy (Daniel 9:24)

Accomplished

“to finish the transgression” Christ's 1st coming

“to make an end of sin” Christ's 1st coming

“to make atonement for iniquity” Christ's 1st coming

“to bring in everlasting righteousness” Christ's 2nd coming

“to seal up vision and prophecy” Christ's 2nd coming

“to anoint the most holy place.” Christ's 2nd coming

Q: How do we know Daniel is referring to 70 weeks of 
years and not days?
A: Daniel is contemplating God's restoration in years 
and Gabriel answers Daniel in years

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of 

Median descent, who was made king over the kingdom of 

the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 

observed in the books the number of the years which was 

revealed as the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet 

for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, 

seventy years.-Daniel 9:1-2



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)
1) Background and Order of Future Events:

Church Age---->Rapture---->Tribulation Period (7 year)

Division of Daniel's Prophecy:

7 weeks= 49 years--------------Nehemiah’s ministry to rebuild the Temple

62 weeks= 434 years-----------Messiah would come (Triumphal Entry)

Total: 69 weeks (483 years)

26 “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing"

*70th week of Daniel's prophecy is a future week (7-year Tribulation period)



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

A. Its Initiation (Daniel 9:27)

1. Antichrist’s person

-"prince"- Daniel 9:26-27

-"little horn"-Daniel 7:8

-"the beast"-Revelation 13:1-10: he will be one who is given power by Satan to make war against the 

saints (v.7), given authority over all the peoples of the earth (v. 7), and he will be one who is 

worshiped by the entirety of the unbelieving world (8).

-"Man of lawlessness"-2 Thess 2:3-10

2. Antichrist’s activity (Daniel 9:27)

-Antichrist will initiate both a global peace and a peace with Israel at the beginning of the 7-year 
tribulation period.

-Daniel prophesies that at the 3.5-year mark, antichrist will break his covenant with Israel and 

command her to stop her sacrifices to God and will set himself up to be worshiped.

“abominations”: used in the OT to describe both idol worship and the putrid and foul nature of what 

was part of its worship. (Rev 13:8)



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

A. Its Initiation (Daniel 9:27)

1. Antichrist’s person

2. Antichrist’s activity (Daniel 9:27)

-It is this prophecy of Daniel that our Lord references in the Olivet discourse as the turning point 

from the beginnings of birth pains seen in church age and first 3.5 years of the Tribulation period to 
the period of time known as the Great Tribulation period.

14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader 

understand), -Mk 13:14

15 “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the 

prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), -Mt 24:15

-Jesus speaks not of Antichrist's abomination of desolation as a PAST event but as a FUTURE reality.

-Antiochus Epiphanes' "abomination of desolation" occurred in 168 BC (Daniel 11:31) and served as a 

preview of Antichrist's "Abomination of Desolation" (def article "the" makes point the Antichrist 

future event is what Daniel prophesied of and that our Lord confirmed as a distinct and future event)



Implications

• If you are in Christ this morning, you can be assured that you will not endure 

the Great Tribulation period.

• For those who will endure the Great Tribulation, God in His mercy, has given 

them an understanding of the events and the Truth of His Son...and many 

will believe!

• Jesus Christ will personally destroy antichrist.
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