Mark 14:66-72




Proposition

Pride breeds self-sufficiency and confidence in one’s own
strength. Believers must guard against this deceptive
thinking so that they do not deny the Lord in their time of

testing.



|. The Fruit of Self-Sufficiency in Denying Our
Lord (66-71)

* Peter’s pride and self-confidence placed him in a position
of spiritual weakness.

* His self-sufficiency produced a progressive denial of the
Lord.



A. Denial 1 - A Subtle but Sovereign
Exposing

* A servant girl identifies Peter as one who was with Jesus.
* Peter denies knowing or understanding what she is talking
about.

* God uses even a seemingly insignificant person to expose
Peter’s pride.



B. Denial 2 - The Agreed Assertion

* The servant girl again accuses Peter before the
bystanders.

* Others begin to join in identifying him with Jesus.
* Peter again denies the Lord.



C. Denial 3 - A Cursing Confirmation

* Bystanders insist Peter must be one of Jesus’ followers.

* Peter begins to curse and swear that he does not know
Jesus.

* This denial reaches its deepest and most intense
expression.




Summary - The Fruit of Self-Sufficiency

* Peter’s pride and reliance on his own strength led him
step-by-step into denial.

* Self-confidence apart from dependence on the Lord
produces spiritual collapse.



ll. The Prophetic Fulfillment of Our Lord’s
Warning Against Pride (72a)

* Immediately, a rooster crowed a second time.

e Peter remembered Jesus’ words: “Before a rooster crows
twice, you will deny Me three times.”

* Jesus’ warning was fulfilled exactly as He had said.

e Peter’s confidence in himself was shattered as he
remembered the Lord’s words.



lll. Pride’s Aftermath and Repentance (72b)

* Peter remembered the Lord’s words and began to weep.
* His weeping was the bitter sorrow of repentance.
* Peter’s denial exposed the depth of his pride.

* His brokenness and sorrow reveal the beginning of true
repentance.




Implication 1 — Learn from Our Sin

* Believers must respond to sin with conviction and
repentance.

* Sin must be confessed and dealt with honestly before
God.



Implication 2 — See Pride as an Enemy

* Pride produces self-belief, self-sufficiency, and
self-confidence.

* Humility and dependence on God are necessary to stand
In times of testing.
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