


Recap
I. The Beginning of Birth Pains (From Christ’s ascension to the start of the Great Tribulation) -Mark 13:5-13

II.   The Great Tribulation -Mark 13:14-23

III.  The Second Coming -Mark 13:24-27

IV.  Jesus’ Parable about being ready for His return -Mark 13:28-37



Ordo Eschatos



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

How long is the Great Tribulation?

• 3.5 years

• 1,260 days (Revelation 12:6)

• “a time and times and half a time” (Revelation 12:14)

• 42 months (Revelation 11:2)

When does it occur?

• The midpoint of the 7-year Tribulation period

• Inaugurated by the Abomination of Desolation



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

How and where does this Great Tribulation period fall within the Book of Revelation?

The 7-year Tribulation Period Covers Revelation 6-18 

1. The First Six Seals (6) 

2. Interlude: Tribulation Saints (7) 

3. The Seventh Seal: The First Six Trumpets (8-9) 

4. Interlude: A Little Book & Two Witnesses (10:1—11:14) 

5. The Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19) 

6. Interlude (12-14) 

7. The Seven Bowls (15-16) 

8. The Destruction of Babylon (17-18)
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II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

The Seven Seals of Revelation

I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up 

with seven seals. -Revelation 5:1

"Book" or "Scroll": Title deed to the earth

-In the ancient Roman world, title deeds to property were sealed 7 times; and under the penalty of 

death, only those who had the right to the title itself could break the seals and take possession of the 

property. (Revelation 5:1-10)

The First Seal (6:1-2) – Antichrist’s False Peace 

 The Second Seal (6:3-4) – War 

The Third Seal (6:5-6) – Famine 

The Fourth Seal (6:7-8) – Death of a Fourth 

The Fifth Seal (6:9-11) – Divine Justice

Sixth Seal (6:12-17) – Supernatural Disasters

The Seventh Seal: Seven Trumpets (8-9)
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II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

A. Its Initiation

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

 "Tribulation": oppression, affliction, distress, or straits

 Those who are hard pressed by besiegement or war. (Mt. 24:21, 29; Mk. 13:19, 24)

 In dire straits (or troubles ) of want (2 Co. 8:13; Phil. 4:14)

 Who find themselves under the increased misery of imprisonment by causing them anxiety (Phil. 

1:16-17).

 the afflictions which Christ had to undergo (and which, therefore, his followers must not shrink from), 

(Col. 1:24)

 And of the distress of a woman in child-birth. (Jn. 16:21, Jn. 16:33; 1 Co. 7:28; Rev. 2:10;  Acts 7:11; 1 

Th. 1:6; Acts 7:10; 14:22; 20:23; Ro. 5:3; Eph. 3:13; 1 Th. 3:3; Heb. 10:33)

"The Great Tribulation"- Lit in Gr "The tribulation, the great one" (Rev 7:14)



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

-This period that will contain the most intense persecution, the most difficult of circumstances, the 

greatest scarcity of resources, the most unimaginable signs in creation, the most global distress, the 

most uninhibited expression of man’s depravity, and the greatest pressure and distress the world has 

ever known. This tribulation encompasses every aspect of the created order. (Creation HAS never, 

it does not today, and it WILL NOT in the future experience such a time of tribulation as this.)

Why can’t this refer to....

-Antiochus Epiphanes IV in 165 BC?  –Jesus, in 30AD, spoke of as a future reality

-The destruction of the Temple in 70 AD?

-Both Matthew and Mark specifically refer to Jesus’ 2nd coming as occurring after the Great 
Tribulation (Mark 13:24-26, Matthew 24:29-30..."But immediately after the tribulation of those days")

-Jesus isn't speaking of the destruction of the Temple but of "THE END" of the age



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

What is the period of the Great Tribulation going to look like?

Begins with 6th Seal being broken (Revelation 6:12-14)

-Great Earthquake (global and initiates widespread volcanic eruptions)

-Sun blackened (Smoke and ash from volcanic eruptions)

-Moon like blood (Smoke and ash from volcanic eruptions)

-Stars Fall from heaven (asteroids and meteors)

-Sky  is split (down the middle and rolls up on both sides)

-Entire crust of the earth will move and shift (every mountain and island were moved out of 

their places)

OT Passages: Is 34:4, 13:10; Zephaniah 1:15; Joel 2:31



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

How will humanity respond?

Revelation 6:15-16

-Sinful humanity will confess whose wrath they are enduring.

-Humanity will harden their hearts.

-Man will be unrepentant and will seek to irrationally deal with the guilt of his sin.

-Man will call upon the very instruments of God’s wrath to cover him from the Lord’s continual 

judgment.

What will happen to Israel?

-2/3 will be killed by Antichrist (Jer 30:7, Zechariah 13:8-9)

-God will save 144,000 Jews (12,000 from each of 12 tribes)-Revelation 7:2-4



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

The seventh Seal is broken and with it, seven trumpet judgments (Revelation 8)

A. The First Trumpet (8:7)-Third of the Earth’s vegetation is burned up

B. The Second Trumpet (8:8-9)- Third of the oceans destroyed

C. The Third Trumpet (8:10-11)- Third of the fresh water poisoned

D. The Fourth Trumpet (8:12)- Third of the sun, moon, & stars are darkened

E. The Fifth Trumpet (9:1-11)- Massive Demonic army released to afflict and bring destruction

G. The Sixth Trumpet (9:12 –21)- A Demonic Genocide

H. The Seventh Trumpet (11:14-19)- The Culmination of God’s Wrath against an angry and 

unrepentant world.



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

From the seventh Trumpet will come 7 bowl judgments that will finish God’s wrath against the 

earth and will prepare the earth for the coming of His Son.

A. The First Bowl: A Malignant Sore Afflicts Mankind (16:2)

B. The Second Bowl: Earth’s Oceans Turn to Blood (16:3)

C. The Third Bowl: Earth’s Fresh Water Turns to Blood (16:4-7)

D. The Fourth Bowl: The Sun Scorches the Earth (16:8-9)

E. The Fifth Bowl: Supernatural Darkness Covers the Planet (16:10-11)

F. The Sixth Bowl: The Euphrates River Dries Up (16:12-16)

G. The Seventh Bowl: A World-wide Earthquake Destroys the Globe (16:17-21)



II. The Great Tribulation (Mark 13:14-23)

B. Its Uniqueness and Peril

1. An Urgent Evacuation of Jerusalem (14-18)

2. Unmatched terror and never-before experienced wrath (19)

3. An unprecedented mercy towards the elect (20)

20 “Unless the Lord had shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the 

elect, whom He chose, He shortened the days.

4. Rampant False Teaching and Deceptive Signs and Wonders (21-22)

21 “And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe 

him; 22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead 

astray, if possible, the elect.

The Great Encouragement for those who find themselves in the Great Tribulation:

“But take heed; behold, I have told you everything in advance- Mk 13:23.
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